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Geography Curriculum Plan 

Intent 
At Monkwick Infant and Nursery school we believe that learning is a change in the working 
Memory. 
 
Our aims are to ensure that our children experience a wide breadth of study and have, by the 
end of each Key stage, long term memory of an ambitious body of procedural and semantic 
Knowledge. 
 
Our curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth. They are derived from an exploration 
of the backgrounds of our children, our beliefs about high quality education and our values. 
They are used to ensure that we give our children appropriate and ambitious curriculum 
opportunities.  
 
Cultural capital gives our children the vital background knowledge required to be informed 
and thoughtful members of our community who understand and believe in British Values. 
Curriculum breadth is shaped by our drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our ambition 
for our children to study the best of what is thought and said. 
 
Our curriculum distinguishes between subject topics and ‘threshold concepts’. Subject 
topics are the specific aspects of subjects that are studied. The threshold concepts tie 
together the subject into a meaningful schema. The same concepts are explored in a wide 
breadth of topics. Through this ‘forwards and backwards engineering’ of the curriculum 
allows our children to return to the same concepts over and over again and gradually build 
an understanding of them.  
 
Knowledge webs help students to relate each topic to previously studied topics and to form 
strong, meaningful schema. We know that working memory is limited and that cognition 
load is too high if children are rushed through content. This limits the acquisition of long 
term memory. Cognitive science also tells us that in order for children to become creative 
thinkers, or to have a greater depth of understanding that they must first master the basics, 
which takes time. 
 
Over Key stage 1 children gradually progress in their procedural fluency and semantic 
strength through three cognitive domains: basic, advancing and deep. The aim is that by the 
end of KS1 our children can display sustained mastery at the end of the ‘advancing’ stage of 
understanding of milestone one and for our most able children to have a greater depth of 
understanding ‘deep’ stage.  
 
As part of our progression model we use a different pedagogical style in each of the 
cognitive domains of basic, advancing and deep. Children will secure knowledge, facts and 
concepts and then build to have the ability to apply, analyse and then evaluate and prove.  
 
Implementation 
Our curriculum design is based on evidence from cognition science, three main principles 
underpin it: 
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 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 

 
 Interleaving helps our children to discriminate between topics and aids long term 

retention. 
 

 Retrieval of previous learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both 
storage and retrieval strength.  

 
In addition to the three principles we also understand that learning is invisible in the short 
term memory and that sustained mastery takes time. 
 
Our content is subject specific. We make intra curriculum links to strengthen schema 
wherever possible. 
 
Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, replaces the teaching of some aspects 
of the curriculum and, in other cases, provides the retrieval practice for previously learned 
content.  
 
Impact 
Because learning is a change in the long term memory it is impossible to see impact in the 
short term. We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on deliberate practice.  
 
This means that we look at the practices taking place to determine whether they are 
appropriate, related to our goals and likely to produce results in the long run. We use 
comparative judgement in two ways: in the end outcomes of a unit of work and in 
comparing a child’s work over time. 
 
We use lesson observations to see if the pedagogical style matches our depth expectations 
and pupil voice to quality assure what the children have been taught. 
  
Threshold concepts 

 Investigate places 
This concept involves understanding the geographical location of places and their 
human and physical features 

  
 Investigate patterns 

This concept involves understanding the relationship between the physical features of 
places and the human activity within them, and the appreciation of how the world's 
natural resources are used and transported. 

  
 Communicate geographically 

This concept involves understanding geographical representations, vocabulary and 
techniques. 
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ELG: People, Culture and Communities 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and, where 
appropriate, maps. 

 
KS1 

 Investigate the world's continents and oceans. 
 Investigate the countries and capitals of the United Kingdom. 
 Compare and contrast a small area of the United Kingdom with that of a non-

European country. 
 Explore weather and climate in the United Kingdom and around the world. 
 Use basic Geographical vocabulary to refer to and describe key physical and human 

features of locations. 
 Use world maps, atlases and globes. 
 Use simple compass directions. 
 Use aerial photographs. 
 Use fieldwork and observation skills. 

 
In order for our children to become geographers we have devised a geography curriculum 
that offers cross curricular links and one which builds upon previous taught skills. We have 
carefully selected themes that interest our children and topics that they have some prior 
knowledge of. We have planned a curriculum that allows for inspiring and successful 
learning opportunities for all.  A curriculum that deepens children’s knowledge so that they 
have the key skills to become the best geographers. 
 
Our children will become geographers by: 

 Investigating places 
 Investigating patterns 
 Communication geographically 

 
As a school we have carefully selected appropriate vocabulary that will help support the 
children with becoming a geographer. Vocabulary is vital to deepen our children’s 
knowledge and so we have created a bank of words to be used during the teaching of 
geography.  
 
Nursery – 
2 Year old 

House, school, nursery, park,  

Nursery – 
3 year old 

Inside, outside, seasons, spring, summer, autumn, winter, shop, road, bridge, 
beach, sea 

Reception Map, building, church, bungalow, flats, towns, street, journey, fields, woods, 
awareness of building types (i.e. detached)  

Year 1 Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South America, 
Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Antarctic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, 
key human features, key physical features, town, country, similar, different, 
flags, 
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Year 2 Vegetation, settlement, urban, rural, county, relevant capital cities, equator, 
comparison, eco-system, location, continent, environment, society, 
community, observational skills, fieldwork, aerial 

 
Breadth of study 
 
School Phase Investigate places Investigate patterns Communicate 

geographically 
Nursery 
Birth to three-
babies, toddlers 
and young 
children will be 
learning to: 
  
3-4 year olds will 
be learning to 
 

Talk about the places 
that are familiar to 
them 
 
 
 
 
Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world, talk about 
differences they have 
experienced or seen 
in photos 

To talk about 
patterns and change 
they see, Explore 
their own 
environment and the 
environment of the 
three-year-old 
outside area. 
 
To use small world. 
Environmental 
walks around the 
school building. 
 
Use a diverse range 
of props, puppets, 
dolls and books to 
talk and explore 
similarities and 
differences. 

What practitioners can 
do to support this 
Two-year nursery to use 
words such as house, 
farm, school, shop park 
 
Practitioners can create 
books or displays about 
different places around 
the world. Discussions 
and photos of holidays 
and places visited 
depending on children’s 
personal experiences 

Reception Ask questions about 
places that are 
familiar to them. 
 
Compare how one 
environment differs 
from another, 
Draw information 
from a simple map 

Look closely and 
talk about changes 
they see. 
 
To go on 
environmental 
walks and look at 
features of the local 
area. 
 
Local trips to farms 
and reservoir 

Talk about differences 
and similarities in 
relation to places and 
objects around them. 
 
Notice buildings, open 
spaces, roads and 
simple features on a 
local walk. 
 
Offer opportunities for 
children to draw maps 
of their immediate 
environment or 
imaginary settings. 
 
Familiarise children with 
names of road, town, 
and look at aerial views 
of school and locality 
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Ks1- Milestone 1 
–Essentials 
curriculum  
Year 1 

Ask and answer 
geographical 
questions. 
 
Identify the key 
features of a location. 
 
Use simple fieldwork 
skills to study the 
geography of the 
school. 
 
Name the world's 
continents and 
oceans 
 
Name and locate the 
four countries of the 
UK and the 
surrounding seas.  
 

Identify land use 
around the school 
 
Awareness of 
seasonal and daily 
weather changes. 

Describe similarities 
between countries. 
 
Devise a simple map. 
 

Year 2 
 
Recap and 
retrieve skills 
taught in year 1. 

Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its 
countries.as well as 
oceans and 
continents 
 
Use fieldwork skills to 
study the geography 
of the school. 
Including the human 
and physical features, 
 
Use aerial images to 
recognise landmarks 
and physical 
features. 
 
Name locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries of the 
UK and name their 
capital cities and the 
surrounding seas. 

Identify locations of 
hot and cold places 
in relation to the 
equator and north 
and south poles. 
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying human and 
physical features of 
an area of the UK 
and comparing this 
to a contrasting 
non-European 
country. 
 
Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the UK. 

Describe how the 
locality of the school 
has changed over time. 
 
Devise a simple map 
and construct basic 
symbols in a key, use 
simple grid references.  
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Assessment  
Universal driver words are used to help inform teachers assessment at the end of a unit of 
work. 
 
Can children use these key words to discuss their knowledge and understanding of 
concepts: 
 

 Describe, explain, predict, compare and prove.  
 
These essential skills will be taught through the following topics throughout the school: 

 Ks1- Year 1 
Funnybones , Town Mouse country Mouse and Superfoods 

 
 Ks1 -Year 2 

Location, Location, Location, Colchester- Then and Now! and Be happy Be Healthy. 
 
To keep our assessment and reflection of the history we teach up to date. We frequently 
refer to these websites to ensure that the delivery and powerful knowledge is as effective as 
possible. 
 
Geographical Association: www.geography.org.uk 
 
Time for Geography: www.timegeography.co.uk 

http://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.timegeography.co.uk/

