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History Curriculum Plan 

Intent 
At Monkwick Infant and Nursery school we believe that learning is a change in the working 
Memory. 
 
Our aims are to ensure that our children experience a wide breadth of study and have, by the 
end of each Key stage, long term memory of an ambitious body of procedural and semantic 
Knowledge. 
 
Our curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth. They are derived from an exploration 
of the backgrounds of our children, our beliefs about high quality education and our values. 
They are used to ensure that we give our children appropriate and ambitious curriculum 
opportunities.  
 
Cultural capital gives our children the vital background knowledge required to be informed 
and thoughtful members of our community who understand and believe in British Values. 
Curriculum breadth is shaped by our drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our ambition 
for our children to study the best of what is thought and said. 
 
Our curriculum distinguishes between subject topics and ‘threshold concepts’. Subject 
topics are the specific aspects of subjects that are studied. The threshold concepts tie 
together the subject into a meaningful schema. The same concepts are explored in a wide 
breadth of topics. Through this ‘forwards and backwards engineering’ of the curriculum 
allows our children to return to the same concepts over and over again and gradually build 
an understanding of them.  
 
Knowledge webs help students to relate each topic to previously studied topics and to form 
strong, meaningful schema. We know that working memory is limited and that cognition 
load is too high if children are rushed through content. This limits the acquisition of long 
term memory. Cognitive science also tells us that in order for children to become creative 
thinkers, or to have a greater depth of understanding that they must first master the basics, 
which takes time. 
 
Over Key stage 1 children gradually progress in their procedural fluency and semantic 
strength through three cognitive domains: basic, advancing and deep. The aim is that by the 
end of KS1 our children can display sustained mastery at the end of the ‘advancing’ stage of 
understanding of milestone one and for our most able children to have a greater depth of 
understanding ‘deep’ stage.  
 
As part of our progression model we use a different pedagogical style in each of the 
cognitive domains of basic, advancing and deep. Children will secure knowledge, facts and 
concepts and then build to have the ability to apply, analyse and then evaluate and prove.  
 
Implementation 
Our curriculum design is based on evidence from cognition science, three main principles 
underpin it: 
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 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 
 

 Interleaving helps our children to discriminate between topics and aids long term 
retention. 

 
 Retrieval of previous learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both 

storage and retrieval strength.  
 
In addition to the three principles we also understand that learning is invisible in the short 
term memory and that sustained mastery takes time. 
 
Our content is subject specific. We make intra curriculum links to strengthen schema 
wherever possible. 
 
Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, replaces the teaching of some aspects 
of the curriculum and, in other cases, provides the retrieval practice for previously learned 
content.  
 
Impact 
Because learning is a change in the long term memory it is impossible to see impact in the 
short term. We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on deliberate practice.  
 
This means that we look at the practices taking place to determine whether they are 
appropriate, related to our goals and likely to produce results in the long run. We use 
comparative judgement in two ways: in the end outcomes of a unit of work and in 
comparing a child’s work over time. 
 
We use lesson observations to see if the pedagogical style matches our depth expectations 
and pupil voice to quality assure what the children have been taught. 
  
Our children will become historians by understanding these ‘Threshold concepts’ in KS1:  
 

 Investigating and interpreting the past  
Children will use artefacts and evidence that have been selected for them to investigate. 
They will handle real objects and look at evidence such as photos, maps, pictures that 
will help them to understand what life was like in the past. They will understand that 
learning about the past is an interpretation of the available evidence. 

 
 Build an overview of world history 

Children will learn about what else was happening at that point in time and build an 
understanding that life is different for different sections of society. Through learning 
about: 

o Travel 
o Location 
o Society 
o Conflict 
o Beliefs 
o Culture  
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 Understand Chronology 

Children will learn about dates in time and see these on a timeline in ks1 which will be 
kept up in classrooms and used to build up a knowledge of people and places in time. 
Children will learn that some aspects of history studies were happening at similar times 
in different places. 

 
Children in reception will have a display with daily date chart and birthdays to refer to the 
passing of time. 

 
 
Communicate Historically  
As a school we have carefully selected appropriate vocabulary that will help support the 
children with becoming a historian. Vocabulary is vital to deepen our children’s knowledge 
and so we have created a bank of words to be used during the teaching of History.  
 
In order to communicate historically, appropriate and meaningful Tier 3 vocabulary will be 
selected by each year group. An example of words are below: 

o Evidence 
o Artefacts 
o Nurse 
o Soldier 
o Army 
o War 
o Significant 
o Injury 
o Explode/explosion 
o Captured 
o Punished 
o Plotters/plot 
o Conspiracy  
o Tortured 
o Guard 
o A long time ago 
o In the past 

 
Curriculum Study at Monkwick Infant and Nursery School 
In Nursery  
Children will begin to make sense of their own life and family’s history. Spend time with 
children talking about photos and memories. Encourage children to retell what their parents 
told them about their life story and family. 
 
In Reception  
Understanding the World ELG:  
Past and Present Children at the expected level of development will:  

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  
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 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class;  

 
 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books 

read in class and storytelling. 
 
In KS1 
The lives of significant individuals in Britain’s past who have contributed to our nation’s 
achievements. 
 
Key events in the past that are significant nationally and globally, particularly those that 
coincide with festivals or other events that are commemorated throughout the year. 
 
Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
 
Knowledge webs 
Webs are used at the beginning of each topic to retrieve previous taught knowledge. 
Teachers use the threshold concepts to question what the children can remember. Pictures 
and prompts are used to help retrieve key information which is then built upon to secure 
and master the basic skills.  
 
Guy Fawkes  
 
School Phase Investigate and 

interpret the past. 
Build an overview 
of world history 

Understand 
chronology 

Communicate 
Historically  

Nursery Handle artefacts 
and talk about 
them using 
appropriate 
vocabulary.  

Listen to stories 
about the past. 

Understand 
changes in their 
lifetime. 

 

Reception Role play and 
handle related 
artefacts. 

Recall facts from 
stories about 
historical events. 
 
Talk about lives 
of people around 
them and their 
roles in society 

Know similarities 
and differences 
between things in 
the past and now. 

 

Ks1- Milestone 
1 Essentials 
curriculum  
Year 1 

Observe or handle 
evidence to ask 
questions and find 
answers to 
questions about 
the past. 
 
Use artefacts, 
pictures, stories, 
online sources 

Describe 
significant people 
from the past. 
 
Location: London 
- brief overview of 
london and 
landmarks they 
might recognise  
 

Recount changes 
that have 
occurred in 
their own lives. 
 
Label time lines 
with words or 
phrases such 
as: past, present, 
older and newer. 
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and databases to 
find out about the 
past. 

Society: Ways of 
living, electricity 
etc… 
 
Conflict and 
beliefs: Different 
beliefs (link to 
RE). Guy Fawkes 
and King James 
did not get along. 

Year 2 Identify some of 
the different ways 
the past has been 
represented. 
 
Artefacts: 
gunpowder 
barrel/hat/scroll.  
Portraits of Guy 
Fawkes 

Describe 
historical events. 
 
Recognise that 
there are reasons 
why people in the 
past acted as 
they did. 
 
Conflict - link to 
religion with 
conflict between 
protestants and 
Catholics.  
 
Society - King in 
charge, make 
links to present. 
 
Location - Link to 
Spain (the 
Spanish army) - 
Happened in 
London 
 

Use dates where 
appropriate 
Place events and 
artefacts in order 
on a timeline. 
Timeline of 
events leading to 
the plot. 
 

Ask questions 
such as:  
What was it 
like for people?  
 
What 
happened?  
 
How long ago? 
 
The 5 Ws - 
when/what/ 
who/why/what 
 
Tier three 
Vocabulary 
treason 
catholic 
protestant 
Houses of 
Parliament 
conspiracy 
conspirators 
legacy 
equality 
 

 
 
Florence Nightingale 
 
School Phase Investigate and 

interpret the past. 
Build an 
overview of 
world history 

Understand 
chronology 

Communicate 
Historically  

Nursery 2YO Role play with dolls 
and teddies. 
 
Vocab - nurse hurt 
better 

 Use “Remember 
when…?” when 
talking about  
photos taken in 
provision 

Take and 
discuss photos 
of children 
playing in the 
setting role 
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Nursery 3YO Role play actions 
of nurse 

 Use “Do you 
remember…..” 
when talking about 
going to the 
doctors or using 
the role play. 

play. 
 
Tier 3 vocab 
2YO - nurse, 
hurt, better 
 
3YO - patient, 
doctor, ill 

Reception Share stories and 
non-fiction texts 
about nurses. 
 
Watch video about 
FN and MS 

What do nurses 
do?  
Where might 
you see a 
nurse? 

Look at pictures or 
photos of nurses 
in the past and 
present. 

Use 5W words 
to ask 
questions. 
 
Tier 3 vocab 
injury, illness, 
medicine, 
bandage, 
uniform 

Ks1- Milestone 
1 Essentials 
curriculum  
Year 1 

 Observe or handle 
evidence to ask 
questions and find 
answers to 
questions about 
the past. 
 
Use artefacts, 
pictures, stories, 
online sources 
and databases to 
find out about the 
past. 

Describe 
significant 
people from the 
past. 
 
Travel: How did 
Florence 
Nightingale 
travel? 
 
Location: Where 
was Florence 
Nightingale a 
nurse? 
 
Society: Food, 
hygiene and 
ways of living  
 
Conflict: 
Soldiers were at 
war 
 

Recount changes 
that have occurred 
in their own lives. 
 
Label timelines 
with words or 
phrases such 
as: past, present, 
older and newer. 

 

Year 2 Identify some of 
the different ways 
the past has been 
represented. 
 
Different 
viewpoints - 
understand that 

Describe 
historical 
events. 
 
Recognise that 
there are 
reasons why 
people in the 

Use dates where 
appropriate 
 
Place events and 
artefacts in order 
on a timeline. 
 
Know where the 

Ask questions 
such as: What 
was it like 
for people?  
 
What 
happened?  
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recounts are from 
one person's point 
of view and there 
are many different 
ways of viewing 
the same event 
based on 
perspective. 
 
Legacy that these 
significant women 
left.  
 
Mary Seacole  
 
Portraits from 
National Gallery   

past acted as 
they did. 
 
Understand that 
there were other 
significant 
people who 
effected change 
in history –  
 
compare to 
Mary Seacole 
and how 
different/similar 
their journeys 
were.  
 
Society - how 
women were 
viewed (no 
education) - 
nursing was 
seen as below 
F.N as she was 
from a wealthy 
family. Train in 
secret because 
of this. 
 
Location - Great 
Britain, France, 
Crimea, 
Jamaica  
 
Conflict - The 
Crimean war in 
the Russian 
Empire.. F.N 
saw the effects 
of war on the 
soldiers and the 
conditions they 
were left in.  

historical events 
they are taught 
about are in 
relation to each 
other (Summer 
term?) 
 
Zoom in to the 
date - Florence 
Nightingale 
timeline of her life.  

How long ago? 
 
The 5 W’s - 
what/where/ 
when/who/ 
why 
 
Tier 3 
Vocabulary: 
Reek, Stench, 
foulness, 
unhygienic, 
poor hygiene, 
disastrous, 
riddled with 
rodents, murky, 
dishevelled, 
legacy. 
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Camulodunum 
 
School 
Phase 

Investigate and 
interpret the past. 

Build an overview 
of world history 

Understand 
chronology 

Communicate 
Historically  

Nursery Handle artefacts and 
talk them using 
appropriate 
vocabulary.  

Listen to stories 
about the past. 

Understand 
changes in their 
life time. 

 

Reception Role play and handle 
related artefacts. 

Recall facts from 
stories about 
historical events. 
Talk about lives of 
people around 
them and their 
roles in society 

.Know similarities 
and differences 
between things in 
the past and now. 

 

Ks1- 
Milestone 1 
Essentials 
curriculum  
Year 1 

 Observe or handle 
evidence to ask 
questions and find 
answers to questions 
about the past. 
 
Use artefacts, 
pictures, stories, 
online sources 
and databases to find 
out about the past. 

Describe 
significant people 
from the past. 
 
Travel: How did 
people travel when 
Colchester Castle 
was built?  
 
Location: Pictures 
of Colchester 
highstreet in the 
past compared to 
now  
 
Society: Ways of 
living when 
Colchester Castle 
was built, food they 
ate, clothes they 
wore.  

Recount changes 
that have 
occurred in 
their own lives. 
 
Label time lines 
with words or 
phrases such 
as: past, present, 
older and newer. 

 

Year 2 • Identify some of the 
different ways the 
past has been 
represented. 
 
Artefacts and 
evidence used: 
Colchester castle 
website: 
https://colchester.ci
museums.org.uk/visit
/colchester-castle/ 

Describe historical 
events. 
 
Recognise that 
there are reasons 
why people in the 
past acted as they 
did. 
 
Society - purpose 
of a Roman soldier 
- choice? - who 

Use dates where 
appropriate 
Place events and 
artefacts in order 
on a timeline. 
Know where the 
historical events 
they are taught 
about are in 
relation to each 
other (Summer 
term?) 

Ask questions 
such as:  
What was it 
like for people? 
  
What 
happened? 
  
How long ago? 
 
The 5 Ws  
what  
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Kiddle lived in a castle 
and what was their 
role. - Retrieve year 
1 ways of living.  
 
Travel - how the 
Roman soldiers 
came together to 
sound more 
threatening. Move 
on foot - Chariots 
 
Conflict - Boudicca 
- wanted the 
Roman land for 
crops.  
 
Settlement - 
wealthy - other 
people wanted 
parts of the land - 
oldest recorded 
town - hill and high 
up easier to spot 
enemies.  
 
Location - 
Colchester - near 
London (make 
explicit links to Guy 
Fawkes)  
 
Culture and past 
times - what 
Romans did.  
 
Food/Farming - 
How did they get 
their food? 
Banquets 

Zoom in to the 
date - 
construction of 
Colchester 
Castle.  

when 
where 
why  
Who 
 
Tier three 
vocabulary 
settlement 
chariot 
Camulodunum 
Colcheseter 
Essex 
Society 
empire 
ramparts 
portcullis 
battlements 
barbican 
Make 
comparisons 
to other 
castles, linking 
features and 
their uses.  
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Assessment  
Universal driver words are used to help inform teachers assessment at the end of a unit of 
work. 
 
Can children use these key words to discuss their knowledge and understanding of 
concepts: 
 

Describe, explain, predict, compare and prove. 
 
These essential skills will be taught through the following topics throughout the school: 

 Guy Fawkes 
 Florence Nightingale 
 Camulodunum 

 
To keep our assessment and reflection of the history we teach up to date. We frequently 
refer to these websites to ensure that the delivery and powerful knowledge is as effective as 
possible. 
 
Historical Association www.history.org.uk 
National Archives: www.nationalarchieves.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.history.org.uk/
http://www.nationalarchieves.gov.uk/

