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Music Curriculum Plan 

Intent 
At Monkwick Infant and Nursery school we believe that learning is a change in the working 
Memory. 
 
Our aims are to ensure that our children experience a wide breadth of study and have, by the 
end of each Key stage, long term memory of an ambitious body of procedural and semantic 
Knowledge. 
 
Our curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth. They are derived from an exploration 
of the backgrounds of our children, our beliefs about high quality education and our values. 
They are used to ensure that we give our children appropriate and ambitious curriculum 
opportunities.  
 
Cultural capital gives our children the vital background knowledge required to be informed 
and thoughtful members of our community who understand and believe in British Values. 
Curriculum breadth is shaped by our drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our ambition 
for our children to study the best of what is thought and said. 
 
Our curriculum distinguishes between subject topics and ‘threshold concepts’. Subject 
topics are the specific aspects of subjects that are studied. The threshold concepts tie 
together the subject into a meaningful schema. The same concepts are explored in a wide 
breadth of topics. Through this ‘forwards and backwards engineering’ of the curriculum 
allows our children to return to the same concepts over and over again and gradually build 
an understanding of them.  
 
Knowledge webs help students to relate each topic to previously studied topics and to form 
strong, meaningful schema. We know that working memory is limited and that cognition 
load is too high if children are rushed through content. This limits the acquisition of long 
term memory. Cognitive science also tells us that in order for children to become creative 
thinkers, or to have a greater depth of understanding that they must first master the basics, 
which takes time. 
 
Over Key stage 1 children gradually progress in their procedural fluency and semantic 
strength through three cognitive domains: basic, advancing and deep. The aim is that by the 
end of KS1 our children can display sustained mastery at the end of the ‘advancing’ stage of 
understanding of milestone one and for our most able children to have a greater depth of 
understanding ‘deep’ stage.  
 
As part of our progression model we use a different pedagogical style in each of the 
cognitive domains of basic, advancing and deep. Children will secure knowledge, facts and 
concepts and then build to have the ability to apply, analyse and then evaluate and prove.  
 
Implementation 
Our curriculum design is based on evidence from cognition science, three main principles 
underpin it: 
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 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 

 
 Interleaving helps our children to discriminate between topics and aids long term 

retention. 
 

 Retrieval of previous learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both 
storage and retrieval strength.  

 
In addition to the three principles we also understand that learning is invisible in the short 
term memory and that sustained mastery takes time. 
 
Our content is subject specific. We make intra curriculum links to strengthen schema 
wherever possible. 
 
Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, replaces the teaching of some aspects 
of the curriculum and, in other cases, provides the retrieval practice for previously learned 
content.  
 
Impact 
Because learning is a change in the long term memory it is impossible to see impact in the 
short term. We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on deliberate practice.  
 
This means that we look at the practices taking place to determine whether they are 
appropriate, related to our goals and likely to produce results in the long run. We use 
comparative judgement in two ways: in the end outcomes of a unit of work and in 
comparing a child’s work over time. 
 
We use lesson observations to see if the pedagogical style matches our depth expectations 
and pupil voice to quality assure what the children have been taught. 
  
Threshold concepts 

 Perform 
This concept involves understanding that music is created to be performed. 

 
 Compose 

This concept involves appreciating that music is created through a process which 
has a number of techniques. 
 

 Transcribe 
This concept involves understanding that compositions need to be understood by 
others and that there are techniques and a language for communicating them. 
 

 Describe music 
This concept involves appreciating the features and effectiveness of musical 
elements. 
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Breadth of study 

Key Stage 1 

 Use their voices expressively by singing sings and speaking chants and rhymes. 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 

recorded music. 

 Make and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 

Nursery 

Birth to three-babies, toddlers and young 

children will be learning to: 

Examples of how to support this: 

 Show attention to sounds and 

music. 

 Respond emotionally and 

physically to music when it 

changes. 

 Move and dance to music. 

 Anticipate phrases and actions in 

rhymes and songs, like ‘Peepo’. 

 Explore their voices and enjoy 

making sounds. 

Babies are born ready to enjoy and make music 

from birth. 

Stimulate their enjoyment of music through 

singing and playing musical and singing games 

which are attuned to the baby. 

Provide babies, toddlers and young children with 

a range of different types of singing, sounds and 

music from diverse cultures. Music and singing 

can be live as well as pre-recorded. 

Play and perform music with different: 

 Dynamics (loud/quiet). 

 Tempo (fast/slow). 

 Pitch (high/low). 

 Rhythms (pattern of sound). 

 Join in with songs and rhymes, 

making some sounds. 

 Make rhythmical and repetitive 

sounds. 

 Explore a range of soundmakers 

and instruments and play them in 

different ways. 

Introduce children to songs, including songs to 

go with routines. Suggestions: when washing 

hands, sing “This is the way we wash our 

hands….” 

Provide children with instruments and with 

‘found objects’. Suggestions: tapping a bottle 

onto the table or running a twig along a fence. 

Encourage children to experiment with different 

ways of playing instruments. 

 Notice patterns with strong contrasts Ensure that the physical environment includes 
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and be attracted by patterns resembling 

the human face. 

objects and materials with different patterns, 

colours, tones and textures for babies and 

young children to explore. 

 

3 and 4 year olds will be learning to: Examples of how to support this: 

 Remember and sing entire songs. 

 Sing the pitch of a tone sung by 

another person (‘pitch match’). 

 Sing the melodic shape (moving 

melody, such as up and down, down 

and up) of familiar songs. 

 Create their own songs or improvise a 

song around one they know. 

When teaching songs to children be aware of 

your own pitch (high/low). Children’s voices 

are higher than adult voices. When supporting 

children to develop their singing voice use a 

limited pitch range. For example, ‘Rain, rain’ 

uses similar pitch (high/low) range than many 

traditional nursery rhymes. Children’s singing 

voices and their ability to control them is 

developing. Encourage them to use their 

‘singing’ voice: when asked to sing loudly, 

children often shout.  

Sing slowly, so that children clearly hear the 

words and the melody of the song. 

Use songs with and without words-children 

may pitch-match more easily without words. 

Try using one-syllable sounds such as ‘ba’. 

Clap or tap to the pulse of songs to music and 

encourage children to do this. 

 Play instruments with increasing 

control to express their feelings and 

ideas. 

Offer children a wide range of different 

instruments, from a range of cultures. This 

might also include electronic keyboards and 

musical apps on tablets. 

Encourage children to experiment with 

different ways of playing instruments. Listen 

carefully to their music making and value it. 

Suggestion: record children’s pieces, play the 

pieces back to the children and include them in 

your repertoire of music played in the setting. 
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Reception 

Children in reception will be learning: Examples of how to support this: 

Listen attentively, move to and talk 

about music, expressing their feelings 

and responses. 

Give children an insight into new musical 

worlds. Introduce them to different kinds of 

music from across the globe, including 

traditional and folk music from Britain. 

Invite musicians in to play music to children 

and talk about it. 

Encourage children to listen attentively to 

music. Discuss changes and patterns as a 

piece of music develops. 

Watch and talk about dance and 

performance art, expressing their 

feelings and responses. 

Offer opportunities for children to go to a live 

performance, such as a pantomime play, 

music or dance performance. 

Provide related costumes and props for 

children to incorporate into their pretend play. 

Sing in a group or on their own, 

increasingly matching the pitch and 

following the melody. 

Play pitch-matching games, humming or 

singing short phrases for children to copy. 

Use songs with and without words-children 

may pitch match more easily with sounds like 

‘ba’. 

Sing call-and-response songs, so that children 

can echo phrases of songs you sing. 

Introduce new songs gradually and repeat 

them regularly. 

Sing slowly, so that children can listen to the 

words and the melody of the song. 

Expressive Arts and Design: Being imaginative and expressive: ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will:  

 Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;  
 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;  
 Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try 

to move in time with music.    
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KS1 

 Milestone 1 

Perform 

This concept involves understanding 

that music is created to be performed. 

 Take part in singing, accurately following the 

melody. 

 Follow instructions on how and when to sing 

or play an instrument. 

 Make and control long and short sounds, 

using voice and instruments. 

 Imitate changes in pitch. 

Compose 

This concept involves appreciating that 

music is created through a process 

which has a number of techniques. 

 Create a sequence of long and short sounds. 

 Clap rhythms. 

 Create a mixture of different sounds (long 

and short, loud and quiet, high and low). 

 Choose sounds to create an effect. 

 Sequence sounds to create an overall effect. 

 Create short, musical patterns. 

 Create short, rhythmic phrases. 

Transcribe 

This concept involves understanding 

that compositions need to be 

understood by others and that there are 

techniques and a language for 

communicating them. 

 Use symbols to represent a composition and 

use them to help with a performance. 

Describe music 

This concept involves appreciating the 

features and effectiveness of musical 

elements. 

 Identify the beat of a song. 

 Recognise changes in timbre , dynamics and 

pitch. 

 
In order for our children to become musicians we have devised a music curriculum that 
offers cross curricular links and one which builds upon previous taught skills. We have 
carefully selected themes that interest our children and topics that they have some prior 
knowledge of. We have planned a curriculum that allows for inspiring and successful 
learning opportunities for all.  A curriculum that deepens children’s knowledge so that they 
have the key skills to become the best musicians.  
 
Planning for progress from fundamental foundations to greater depth 
To secure greater depth, it is important that teachers change the nature of tasks and 
questions as pupils move through the three cognitive domains. Below is a table that shows 
how the nature of tasks and questions should change in each domain: 
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Cognitive 

domain 

Types of thinking Nature of 

question 

Types of tasks and questions 

Basic Low level 

cognitive 

demand, involves 

following 

instructions 

Building 

knowledge of 

fundamental 

foundations 

Name, describe, follow instructions or 

methods, complete tasks, recall 

information, ask basic questions, 

observe, use, match, report,  measure, 

list, illustrate,, label, recognise, tell, 

repeat, arrange, define, memorise, 

calculate, recite, draw, recall 

Advancing Higher level 

cognitive demand 

beyond recall. 

Requires 

application 

involving some 

degree f decision 

making. 

Applying 

fundamental 

foundations 

Apply skills to solve problems, explain 

methods, classify, infer, categorise, 

identify patterns, organise, modify, 

predict, interpret, summarise, estimate, 

compare, experiment, demonstrate, 

practise, show, arrange, point out, graph, 

separate. 

Deep Cognitive 

demand involves 

non-standard, 

non-routine, inter-

connected, multi-

step thinking in 

problems with 

more than one 

possible solution. 

Requires 

reasoning and 

justification. 

Inventively 

applying 

fundamental 

foundations 

Solve non-routine problems, appraise, 

explain concepts, hypothesise, 

investigate, cite evidence, design, create, 

prove, judge, recommend, justify, 

generalise, propose, discover, arrange, 

rate, evaluate, revise, conclude, 

formulate, construct, develop, connect, 

prioritise. 

 

Our children will become musicians by: 

  Using their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes. 

  Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
  Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music. 
 Experiment with, create select and combine sounds using inter-related dimensions of 

music. 
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School 

Phase 
To compose 

To describe 

music 
To perform To transcribe 

Nursery (2 

year old) 

Explore 

instruments 

through cause 

and effect. 

Respond to 

music through 

body percussion. 

Listen and copy 

actions and then 

join in with and sing 

rhymes and songs 

that  

 

Nursery (3 

year old). 

Support the 

different ways in 

which children 

add, or mix 

media. Create 

sounds by 

banging, shaking, 

tapping or 

blowing. 

Talk about 

favourite songs. 

Introduce 

language to 

describe sounds 

(loud and soft, 

fast and slow). 

Help children to 

listen to music. 

Join in with familiar 

and favourite songs 

and nursery rhymes. 

Shows an interest in 

the way musical 

instruments sound. 

 

Reception Make music and 

sing songs. 

Investigate 

different tuned 

and untuned 

musical 

instruments. 

Experiment with 

changing songs. 

Talk about 

favourite songs. 

Encourage 

children to use 

language to 

describe sounds 

(loud and soft, 

fast and slow). 

Name 

instruments that 

they can hear. 

Help children to 

listen to music. 

Join in with, 

remember and 

repeat familiar 

songs and nursery 

rhymes. Add own 

actions and 

percussion to 

accompany. Build a 

repertoire of songs. 

Explore the sounds 

of different 

instruments. 

 

Ks1- 

Milestone 

1 –

Essentials 

curriculum  

Year 1 

Clap rhythms. 

Listen to, copy 

and repeat a 

simple rhythm or 

melody. Create a 

mixture of 

different sounds 

(long and short, 

loud and quiet, 

high and low). 

Identify the beat 

of a tune. Listen 

to music with 

sustained 

concentration. 

Find the pulse 

whilst listening to 

music and using 

movement. Use 

the correct 

Make and control 

long and short 

sounds, using voice 

and instruments. 

Learn and perform 

chants, rhythms, 

raps and songs. 

Follow instructions 

on how and when to 

sing or play an 

Use symbols to 

represent a 

composition and 

use them to help 

with a 

performance. 

(Exploring using 

symbols to 

represent and 

record ideas. 
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Exposure to the 

idea that pitch 

describes how 

high or low 

sounds are. 

Exposure to the 

idea that tempo 

describes how 

fast or slow the 

music is. 

Exposure to the 

idea that 

dynamics 

describe how 

loud or quiet the 

music is. Choose 

sounds to create 

an effect. Create 

short, musical 

patterns. Begin to 

understand that 

the rhythm is a 

mixture of long 

and short sounds 

that happen over 

pulse. 

musical language 

to describe a 

piece of music. 

Recognise 

different 

instruments. 

Discuss feelings 

and emotions 

linked to different 

pieces of music. 

instrument. Work 

and perform 

together with others 

as an ensemble or 

as a group singing. 

Learn to follow the 

conductor or band 

leader. Sing songs 

musically and 

understand how to 

warm up and project 

the voice whilst 

demonstrating good 

posture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Create a 

sequence of long 

and short 

sounds. 

Sequence sounds 

to create an 

overall effect. 

Sequence sounds 

to create an 

overall effect. 

Create sort, 

rhythmic phrases. 

Improvise a 

simple rhythm 

using different 

Recognise 

changes in 

timbre, dynamics 

and pitch. Listen 

with 

concentration 

and 

understanding to 

a range of high 

quality live and 

recorded music. 

Build an 

understanding of 

the pulse and 

internalise it 

Imitate changes in 

pitch. Take part in 

singing, accurately 

following the 

melody. Use his/her 

voice expressively 

and creatively by 

singing songs and 

speaking chants 

and rhymes with 

growing confidence. 

Sing a song in two 

parts. Perform as an 

ensemble using a 

variety of 

Use symbols to 

represent a 

composition and 

use them to help 

with a 

performance. 

(Consolidating 

suing, explaining 

and reading 

symbols to 

perform. Start to 

understand basic 

musical notation. 
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instruments 

including the 

voice. Start to 

choose, organise 

and combine 

musical patterns. 

Experiment with, 

create, select and 

combine sounds 

using the inter-

related 

dimensions of 

music. Use tuned 

and untuned 

classroom 

percussion to 

compose and 

improvise. 

when listening to 

a piece of music. 

Begin to describe 

a piece of music 

using a 

developing 

understanding of 

the interrelated 

musical 

dimensions. 

Understand that 

timbre describes 

the character or 

quality of a 

sound. 

Understand that 

texture describes 

the layers within 

the music. 

Understand that 

structure 

describes how 

different sections 

of music are 

ordered. Develop 

an understanding 

of melody, the 

words and their 

importance in the 

music being 

listened to. Begin 

to recognise and 

explore different 

musical styles. 

Begin to develop 

and 

understanding of 

the history and 

context of music. 

instruments and 

play different parts 

where appropriate. 

Play instruments 

using the correct 

techniques with 

respect. Use tuned 

and untuned 

percussion to play 

accompaniments 

and tunes. Practise, 

rehearse and 

present 

performances to 

audiences with a 

growing awareness 

of the people 

watching. 
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Communication 
 
As a school we have carefully selected appropriate vocabulary that will help support the 
children with becoming musical experts. Vocabulary is vital to deepen our children’s 
knowledge and so we have created a bank of words to be used during the teaching of 
Music.  
 

Vocabulary 

Universal vocabulary 

 

Music, loud, soft, sounds, long, short, high low, clap, pulse, beat, 

rhythm, percussion, listen, live, recorded, chant, rhyme, song, sing, 

play, instrument, piano, violin, trumpet, guitar, guiro, flute, trombone, 

cello, clarinet, drums, triangle, xylophone, glockenspiel, claves, 

tambourine, maracas, bells, beater, cabassa. 

Nursery (2 year old) Shake, bang, clap, tap, stamp, fast, slow 

Nursery (3 year old) Loud, quiet,  

Reception Music, soft, sounds, long, short, pulse, beat, steady beat, percussion 

(see universal vocabulary), note, tune, glockenspiel, band, listen, 

chant, rhyme, song, sing, high, low, play (in reference to an 

instrument), instrument, fast, slow, high, low, tune, march, 

voice/voices, imagine, perform, ‘in-time’  

Year 1 Tuned, un-tuned, pulse, rhythm, practise, rehearse, tempo, symbols, 

raps,  conductor, rock, classical, pop, live, recorded, melody. 

Year 2 sequence, phrase, patterns, musical, dynamics, pitch, expressively, 

two-part, ensemble, symbols, composition, musical notation, rap, rock 

reggae 

 

 digital music-keyboard app. 

 Charanga portfolio. 

 Body percussion. 


