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Religious Education Curriculum Plan 

At Monkwick Infant and Nursery school we believe that learning is a change in the working 

Memory. 

Our aims are to ensure that our children experience a wide breadth of study and have, by the 

end of each Key stage, long term long term memory of an ambitious body of procedural and 

semantic Knowledge. 

Our curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth. They are derived from an exploration 

of the backgrounds of our children, our beliefs about high quality education and our values. 

They are used to ensure that we give our children appropriate and ambitious curriculum 

opportunities.  

Cultural capital gives our children the vital background knowledge required to be informed 

and thoughtful members of our community who understand and believe in British Values. 

Curriculum breadth is shaped by our drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our ambition 

for our children to study the best of what is thought and said. 

Our curriculum distinguishes between subject topics and ‘threshold concepts’. Subject 

topics are the specific aspects of subjects that are studied. The threshold concepts tie 

together the subject into meaningful schema. The same concepts are explored in a wide 

breadth of topics. Through this ‘forwards and backwards engineering’ of the curriculum 

allows our children to return to the same concepts over and over again and gradually build 

an understanding of them.  

Knowledge webs help students to relate each topic to previously studied topics and to form 

strong, meaningful schema. We know that working memory is limited and that cognition 

load is too high if children are rushed through content. This limits the acquisition of long 

term memory. Cognitive science also tells us that in order for children to become creative 

thinkers, or to have a greater depth of understanding that they must first master the basics, 

which takes time. 

Over Key stage 1 children gradually progress in their procedural fluency and semantic 

strength through three cognitive domains: basic, advancing and deep. The aim is that by the 

end of KS1 our children can display sustained mastery at the end of the ‘advancing’ stage of 

understanding of milestone one and for our most able children to have a greater depth of 

understanding ‘deep’ stage.  

As part of our progression model we use a different pedagogical style in each of the 

cognitive domains of basic, advancing and deep. Children will secure knowledge, facts and 

concepts and then build to have the ability to apply, analyse and then evaluate and prove.  
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Implementation 

Our curriculum design is based on evidence from cognition science, three main principles 

underpin it: 

 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 

 Interleaving helps our children to discriminate between topics and aids long term 

retention. 

 Retrieval of previous learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both 

storage and retrieval strength.  

In addition to the three principles we also understand that learning is invisible in the short 

term memory and that sustained mastery takes time. 

Our content is subject specific. We make intra curriculum links to strengthen schema 

wherever possible. 

Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, replaces the teaching of some aspects 

of the curriculum and, in other cases, provides the retrieval practice for previously learned 

content.  

Impact 

Because learning is a change in the long term memory it is impossible to see impact in the 

short term. We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on deliberate practice. 

This means that we look at the practices taking place to determine whether they are 

appropriate, related to our goals and likely to produce results in the long run. We use 

comparative judgement in two ways: in the end outcomes of a unit of work and in 

comparing a child’s work over time. 

We use lesson observations to see if the pedagogical style matches our depth expectations 

and pupil voice to quality assure what the children have been taught.  

 
Threshold concepts:  

 Understand beliefs and teachings. 
This concept involves understanding the key teaching of various religions. 
 

 Understanding practices and lifestyles. 
This concept involves understanding the day to day lives and practices of various 
religions. 
 

 Understand how beliefs are conveyed. 
This concept involves understanding how books, scriptures, readings and other 
important means of communication are used to convey beliefs. 
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 Reflect. 
This concept involves an appreciation of how religion plays an important role in the 
lives of some people. 
 

 Understand values. 
This concept involves an appreciation of how many people place value as an 
important aspect of their lives. 

 
 

Breadth of study 
 
Reception. 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities. 
 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

 
EYFS reforms early adopter framework. 

 Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. 

 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps.  

 
 
Key Stage 1. 

 Study the main stories of Christianity. 
 

 Study at least one other religion. Choose from Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism 
or Sikhism. 

 
 Study other religions of interest to pupils. 

 
 An outstanding level of religious understanding and knowledge. 

 
 A thorough engagement with a range of ultimate questions about the meaning and 

significance of existence. 
 

 The ability to ask significant and highly reflective questions about religion and 
demonstrate an excellent understanding of issues related to the nature, truth and 
value of religion. 

 A strong understanding of how the beliefs, values, practices and ways of life within 
any religion cohere together.  
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 Exceptional independence; the ability to think for themselves and take the initiative in, 
for example, asking questions, carrying out investigations, evaluating ideas and 
working constructively with others.  

 
 Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity, which are shown in their 

responses to their learning in RE. 
 

 The ability to link the study of religion and belief to personal reflections on meaning 
and purpose. 

 
 A wide knowledge and deep understanding across a wide range of religions and 

beliefs.  
 
In order for our children to become religiously and socially tolerant, we have devised a RE 
curriculum following the Essex agreed syllabus ’ExploRE’. This curriculum offers 
opportunities for children to ask reflective questions about religions and give them the skills 
to be able to explore these answers. We have carefully selected themes that are most 
relevant to our children and their environment and communities. We have planned a 
curriculum that allows for inspiring and successful learning opportunities for all. A 
curriculum that deepens children’s knowledge so that they have the key skills to become 
tolerant individuals in society and obtain a balanced view of the wider world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our children will become religiously and socially tolerant by: 
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 Understanding beliefs and teachings: 
Investigating and exploring personal experiences, Christianity and other religions. 
This will allow children to develop an understanding of the key teachings of various 
religions.  

 
Children will use artefacts and evidence that have been selected for them to 
investigate. They will handle real objects and look at evidence such as photos, holy 
books and key religious artefacts that will help them understand the main concepts 
of different religions.  

 
 Understanding practices and lifestyles: 

Children will begin to develop an understanding of how the beliefs, values, practices 
and ways of life within any religion cohere together. They will show an awareness 
and understanding of the day to day lives and practices of various religions.  

 
 Understanding how beliefs are conveyed: 

Children will develop a wide knowledge and understanding across a wide range of 
religions and beliefs. This concept involves understanding how books, scriptures, 
readings and other important means of communication are used to convey beliefs.  

 
 Reflecting: 

Children will gain the ability to ask significant and reflective questions about religions 
and demonstrate an understanding of issues related to the nature, truth and value of 
religion. Children will be able to link the study of religion and belief to personal 
reflections on meaning and purpose. They will begin to show an appreciation of how 
religion plays an important role in the lives of some people.  

 
 Understanding Values: 

Build an understanding and tolerance to different religions and values. Children will 
develop an appreciation of how many people place values as an important aspect of 
their lives.  

 
 
Children will learn about what different religions believe, their practices and lifestyles and 
how to reflect on these ideas. In order to achieve this, children will learn about: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Location                    Beliefs                        Culture &                        Conflict                  Significant 
      Pastimes     peoples & 
            events 
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Communication: 
 
As a school we have carefully selected appropriate vocabulary that will help support the 
children with becoming religiously tolerant and understand different values within society. 
Vocabulary is vital to deepen our children’s knowledge and so we have created a bank of 
words to be used during the teaching of RE. 
 
Year Group Vocabulary 

Nursery Home                Important        Friends          Present           

Celebrate          Life                   Past 

Special              Family              

Reception Bible                 Community       Different        

Festivals          Celebration       Family            

Religion            Beliefs              Environment 

Year 1 Bible                   Religious          Culture         Christian          Islam 

Festivals            Community      God             Christianity        Belief  

Religion             Celebration       Jesus           Muslim             Church 

Mosque             Qur’an                compare 

Year 2 Similarities         Festivals           Reflect 

Differences         Religious          Christians        Buddhists       Ideas        

Religion               Celebration       Islam                Beliefs          Church       

Bible                     Celebrate          Muslim            Believe          Mosque     

Community        Christianity        Buddhism       Values           Qur’an       

Scripture            Testament         Symbols          Prophet         Discrimination 

Teachings          Justify               Explain             Identify          Understand 

Tolerance           Practice            Jesus               God              Allah 

Culture                Practices          Lifestyle          Holy              Vocab of artefacts 
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RE Teaching and Cycles: 
 
In reception, the children will be having discussion based RE sessions focusing on the ELG 
for ‘People, culture and community’ within their topics ‘People who help us’ and ‘Festivals’. 
These discussions will be evidenced on tapestry. Further discussions may take place if they 
are relevant to the children’s interests, key festivals reflecting the diversity of the class.  
 
Within KS1 we will be following a 2-year cycle to ensure our children have the chance to 
experience all aspects of the curriculum. Teachers will deliver a focused RE assembly every 
week which will be followed up in class in the form a group discussion and/or activity. Each 
half term, the topic will be delivered focussed on personal experience and Christianity. The 
second half of each term will explore at least one other religion in order to provide a 
comparison and understanding of other religions. The most prominent religion alongside 
Christianity in our children’s community is Islam so this is a focus.  
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RE Attainment Targets: 
 
The non-statutory attainment targets for RE set out the knowledge, skills and understanding 
that pupils of different abilities and maturities are expected to have by the end of Key 
Stages 1, 2 and 3. Each level description describes the types and range of performance that 
pupils working at that level should characteristically demonstrate. 
 
Indicators of attainment in RE are contained in 2 non-statutory attainment targets: 

 Attainment target 1: Learning about religion. 
 Attainment target 2: Learning from religion. 

 
Learning about religion includes enquiry into, and investigation of, the nature of religion. It 
focuses on beliefs, teachings and sources, practices and ways of life and forms of 
expressions. It includes the skills of interpretation, analysis and explanation. Pupil’s learn to 
communicate their knowledge and understanding using specialist vocabulary. It includes 
identifying and developing an understanding of ultimate questions and ethical issues.  
 
Learning from religion is concerned with developing pupils’ reflection on, and response to, 
their own experiences and learning about religion. It develops pupils’ skills of application, 
interpretation and evaluation of what they learn about religion, particularly questions of 
identity and belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitments, and 
communication their responses.  
 
The level descriptions provide the basis to make judgements about pupils’ performance at 
the end of Key Stages 1, 2 and 3. In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children’s attainment 
is assessed in relation to the Essex RE Early Learning Goals.  
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