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Monkwick Infant and Nursery English skills progression document 

Narrative/ personal experience (real or fictional) 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
 Building blocks of writing Story Story Story 

  Gives meaning to marks that 
are made when drawing, 
writing or painting.  

 Can write their own name.  
 Can continue a rhyming string  
 Hears and says the initial 

sounds in words.  
Use Tales Toolkit as a base for 
creating stories, then planning 
under the given headings. 
Moving into drawing pictures 
and adult scribing text, plus 
emergent writing. 

 Write simple stories about 
myself and others  

 Use ‘and’ to join sentences  
 Sometimes use past and 

present tense correctly  
 Sometimes use full stops to 

finish sentences  
 Sometimes use exclamation 

marks correctly  
 Use finger spaces  
 Add ‘s’ and ‘es’ to pluralise 

words. 
Imitate and innovate on known 
stories by using a story map 
(Talk for writing) Begin to plan 
stories by collecting 
vocabulary and ideas. 

 Write simple stories about 
myself and others  

 Use coordinating conjunctions  
 Use subordinating conjunctions 

- particularly when, as, because, 
before, after 

 Use the present and past tense 
mostly correctly.  

 Use exclamation marks 
correctly.  

 Use question marks  
 Spell many of the Year 2 

Common Exception words 
correctly.  

 Use imaginative description.  
 Use expanded noun phrases to 

describe and specify (e.g. the 
blue butterfly)  

 Use paragraphs.  
 Write stories that mimic 

significant authors.  
 Write stories with imaginary 

settings.  
 Imitate and innovate on known 

stories by using a story map 
(Talk for writing) 

 Start to imitate the use of time 
adverbials from learned texts 
and story maps.  

 Independently use a range of 
adverbials (how, when, where) to 
make the writing cohesive.  

 Use coordinating conjunctions  
 Use subordinating conjunctions  
 Use appropriate pronouns to avoid 

repetition.  
 Start to use exclamation marks 

correctly for a range of contexts, 
e.g. excitement, fear, surprise.  

 Use apostrophes to mark singular 
and plural possession.  

 Use inverted commas for direct 
speech.  

 Group related ideas into sections  
 Plan stories by collecting 

vocabulary, ideas and some 
different sentence types.  

 Create characters, settings and 
plots.  

 Write stories, letters, scripts and 
fictional biographies inspired by 
reading across the curriculum. 
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 Plan stories by collecting 
vocabulary and ideas.  

 Use similes effectively. 
 Use alliteration effectively.  
 Innovate characters, settings 

and plots. 
 

Recount Writing ( real events) 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
 Later writing within Reception Recount Recount Diary 

  Links sounds to letters, naming 
and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet. 

 Uses some clearly identifiable 
letters to communicate 
meaning, representing some 
sounds correctly and in 
sequence.  
Orally recount a first-hand 
experience. Map the 
experience. Emergent writing 

 Use ‘and’ to join sentences  
 Use capital ‘I’ when talking 

about myself.  
 Use ‘s’ and ‘es’ to pluralise 

words 
Understand the purpose of a 
recount and orally retell their 
own day or that of a character. 

 Write about real events.  
 Use coordinating conjunctions 
 Use subordinating conjunctions 

– particularly when, as, 
because, before, after –  

 Use present and past tense 
mostly correctly. –  

 Use paragraphs.  
 As a whole class, innovate and 

imitate known events by using 
a story map (Talk for writing) 

 Independently use a range of 
adverbials (how, when, where) to 
make the writing cohesive.  

 Use a wide range of subordinating 
and coordinating conjunctions. 

 Begin to understand the purpose 
of a diary and explain some of its 
key features, e.g. ‘dear diary’, fact 
that it is private, use of first 
person and inner thoughts. 
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Non-Chronological Writing 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
 By end of Reception Description Non-chronological report Non-chronological report 

  Can attempt to write short 
sentences in meaningful 
contexts.  

 Use phonic knowledge to write 
words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds.  

 Can write some irregular 
common words.  

 Write simple sentences which 
can be read by themselves and 
others  

 Some words are spelt correctly 
and others are phonetically 
plausible.  

 Oral rehearsal of a first-hand 
experience. 

 Use ‘and’ to join sentences  
 Use capital ‘I’ when talking 

about myself.  
 Use ‘s’ and ‘es’ to pluralise 

words.  
 Orally explain, based on 

sensory walks, their different 
senses. 

 Write about real events/facts  
 Use coordinating conjunctions  
 Use subordinating conjunctions 

– particularly when, as, 
because, before, after  

 Use paragraphs. 
 Imitate and start to innovate 

the use of question marks in 
rhetorical questions, 
particularly for sub-heading 
titles.  

 Begin to use language 
appropriate to the genre, e.g. 
title, subheading. 

 Begin to research as well as 
write about real events/facts 
(link to thematic lessons)  

 Independently use adverbials to 
make my writing cohesive – 
particularly in starting new 
sections.  

 Use pronouns to avoid 
repetition.  

 Use the past/present tense 
accurately and consistently. 

 Confidently and independently 
group related ideas into 
sections.  

 Independently use question 
marks to ask rhetorical 
questions, e.g ‘what do they eat?’  

 Confidently use language 
appropriate to the genre, e.g. 
title, subheading. 
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Instruction Writing 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
 By end of Reception Instructions Instructions Instructions 

  Can attempt to write short 
sentences in meaningful 
contexts.  

 Use phonic knowledge to write 
words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds.  

 Can write some irregular 
common words.  

 Write simple sentences which 
can be read by themselves and 
others – 

 Some words are spelt correctly 
and others are phonetically 
plausible.  

 Images and mapping used to 
create instructions for an 
everyday action/event. 

 Use ‘and’ to join sentences  
 Use ‘s’ and ‘es’ to pluralise 

words. 
 Sometimes use question 

marks and exclamation marks 
correctly when innovating 
rhetorical questions (e.g. do 
you like cake? Then read these 
instructions!)  

 With help from a story map 
(talk for writing) vary sentence 
starters with time adverbials, 
e.g. first, then. 

 Imitate and use question marks 
correctly when using rhetorical 
questions.  

 Use imperative verbs 
accurately.  

 Use paragraphs.  
 With help from a story map (talk 

for writing) begin more 
confidently to vary sentence 
starters with time adverbials, 
e.g. first, then.  

 Independently add more detail 
to instructions, e.g. using 
adjectives within the ‘what you 
need’ section. 

 Use question marks to ask 
rhetorical questions to the 
reader.  

 Independently use a range of 
adverbials (how, when, where) 
to make the writing cohesive.  

 Independently add adverbials 
to make writing cohesive.  

 Use apostrophes to mark 
singular and plural possession. 
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Overview 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
  All genres All genres All genres 

  Children use their phonic 
knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their 
spoken sounds  

 They also write some irregular 
common words  

 They write simple sentences 
which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some 
words are spelt correctly and 
others are phonetically 
plausible 

 Spell words containing each of 
the 40+ phonemes already 
taught.  

 Say out loud what they will 
write.  

 Compose sentences orally 
before writing it. Sometimes 
use capital letters and full 
stops correctly.  

 Correctly size and form some 
of my letters and digits.  

 Use finger spaces between 
words. 

 Spell some of the Year 1 
Common Exception correctly.  

 Use the past and present 
tense correctly.  

 Use suffixes where no change 
to the spelling of the root word 
is needed: helping, helped, 
helper, eating, quicker, 
quickest. 

 Use full stops and capital 
letters mostly correctly. 

  Spell most of the Year 2 
Common Exception words 
correctly.  

 Use phonics knowledge to spell 
words mostly correctly.  

 Start to apply some spelling 
rules, e.g. double consonant for 
short vowel sounds when 
adding suffixes. 

 Consistently use finger spaces 
between words. 

 Use the past and present tense 
correctly.  

 Use imaginative description. 
 Make simple additions, 

revisions and corrections to 
their own writing.  

 Read aloud what they have 
written with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning 
clear. 

 Consider what they are going to 
first by planning or saying aloud 
what they are going to write. 

 Write down key ideas/words  
 Learn how to use statements, 

questions, exclamations and 
commands.  

 Join some of my letters  
 Use full stops and capital 

letters correctly.  
 Write for a range of purposes 

and audiences.  
 Use the past and present tense 

correctly.  
 Begin to use a dictionary to 

check spellings of words when 
given the first 3 letters of it – 
editing work. word family, 
conjunction, adverb, 
preposition, direct speech, 
inverted commas (or ‘speech 
marks’), prefix, consonant, 
vowel, clause, subordinate 
clause. 
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 Use and understand 
grammatical terminology in 
discussing writing: verb, tense 
(past, present), adjective, noun, 
suffix, apostrophe, comma. 

 Use both familiar and new 
punctuation correctly, including 
full stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks, question 
marks, commas for lists and 
apostrophes for contracted 
forms.  

 Add suffixes to spell longer 
words (-ment, -ness, -ful and -
less). –  

 Spell contraction words 
correctly (can’t, don’t). –  

 Use the possessive apostrophe. 
(singular) (for example, the 
girl's book) 

 


