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Writing Progression 

Year Group Autumn Spring Summer 
Reception  Begin to form letter-like symbols 

and shapes.  
 Write letters that they are 

familiar with e.g. letters from 
their name.  

 Write some or all of their name. 
Begin to write familiar initial 
sounds of words.  

 With support, write the sounds 
that they hear in words. 

 Write recognisable letters with 
prompts given about correct 
formation.  

 Spell words by first identifying the 
sounds and then writing the sounds 
heard in the correct order.  

 With support, compose short 
sentences, count the number of 
words and write the sounds heard in 
words.  

 With support begin to use finger 
spaces. 

 Write recognisable letters, some are 
formed correctly.  

 Spell words by writing the sounds 
that they can hear.  

 Sounds in words are represented by 
a letter or letters.  

 Write simple sentences and phrases 
initially with support to count the 
number of words in the sentence.  

 Begin to use finger spaces and with 
support use full stops. 

Year 1  Ability to compose a sentence 
orally with some adult prompts.  

 Forms lower case letters mostly 
correctly.  

 Shows awareness of full stops 
and begins to use them  

 Hears m o s t s o u n d s in w o r 
d s (e.g. CVCC & CCVC).  

 Usually remembers to leave 
finger spaces.  

 Applies their knowledge of some 
and simple tricky words  

 Genres of writing seen: - 
  Labelling & captions  
  Narrative; imitation 
 Non-chron reports  
 Instructions  
 Poetry  
 Cross-curricular writing  

 Can compose a sentence orally with 
limited support.  

 Forms lower case letters correctly.  
 Shows some understanding of capital 
letters and begins to use them 

 Uses full stops with more accuracy.  
 Gains confidence with applying 
phonics knowledge.  

 Leaves finger spaces independently.  
 Spells an increased amount of tricky 
words 

 Begins to apply simple spelling rules 
(as listed in English Appendix 1 )  

 Joins words using and. With some 
support, re-reads what they have 
written to check it makes sense. 

 Independently compose sentences 
for a range of purposes.  

 Forms uppercase and lowercase 
letters mostly correctly.  

 Has an increased understanding o f 
capital letters and can explain 
these. 

 Is able to use full stops 
independently.  

 Confidently applies phonics 
knowledge and can distinguish 
between some spelling rule s ( e.g. 
er or ur )  

 Spells an increased amount of tricky 
words.  

 Uses –ing, – ed, – er and – est 
where no change is needed in the 
spelling of root words  

 Joins clauses using and. 
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 T4W & TTK used to support 
all genres 

 Independently rereads their 
sentences to check it makes sense.  

 Uses the spelling rule for adding –s 
and –es as the plural marker  

 Genres of writing seen: -  
 Instructions 
 Poetry  
 Narrative;  
 Innovation  
 Cross-curricular writing  
 T4W & TTK used to support all 
genres 

Year 2 Children will:  
After discussion with a teacher:  
 Can orally rehearse and say out 
loud a sentence to write.  

 Has an awareness of and can 
apply a full stop and Capital 
letter to most sentences. 

 Can use and / because within a 
sentence. 

 Can use imperative verbs/ 
adverbs and adjectives within a 
short passage of writing.  

 Can use question marks and 
write exclamatory sentences.  

 Begins to write in past tense 
correctly.  

Genres of writing:  
 Narrative talk for writing-
innovating 

 Instructional writing  
 Non-Chronological report - 
linked with Geography  

Children will:  
 Continue skills from Autumn term 
 Begin to use expanded nouns 
consistently.  

 Contracted forms are taught and 
applied.  

 The formation of letters is correct and 
children start to join from horizontal 
joins.  

 Begin to edit work to improve it.  
 Most sentences have capital letters 
and full stops  

 Children can use but and or within a 
sentence.  

 Introduce When / if/ that to join 
clauses/Introduce apostrophes for 
possession.  

 Applying spelling rules when writing.  
 Making phonically plausible attempts 
at unfamiliar words independently.  

Genres of writing: 
 Narrative- talk for writing innovating  
 Poetry - listen to and respond  

Children will:  
 Demarcate most sentences in their 
writing with capital letters and full 
stops.  

 Use question marks correctly when 
required. 

 Use present and past tense mostly 
correctly and consistently  

 Use coordination (e.g. or/and/but) 
and some subordination (e.g. when 
/ if / that / because) to join clauses 
segment spoken words into 
phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these 
words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at 
others spell many common 
exception words form capital letters 
and digits of the correct size, 
orientation and relationship to one 
another and to lower-case letters  

 Use spacing between words that 
reflects the size of the letters.  



 

3 
 

 Poetry - listen to and respond 
write about a real event - Linked 
to Historical enquiry. 

 Science writing - Jim and the 
Beanstalk  

 Non-chronological report linked to 
historical enquiry (Roman life) 

Genres of writing:  
 Non- chronological - Linked to a 
Historical enquiry  

 Poetry  
 Instructions 

 

Handwriting Penpals 

   
Year 1  Long ladder family  

 One-armed robot family  
 Curly caterpillar family  
 Zig-zag monster family  
 I, u, a,o,e  
 Capital letters 

 Introducing diagonal join to ascender:  
At, all, th, ch, cl,  

 Introducing diagonal no ascender  
In,im,cr, tr,dr, lp, mp  

 Introducing diagonal join no ascender 
to an anticlockwise letter joining: Id,ig  

 Practising diagonal join no ascender 
to an anticlockwise letter joining nd ld 
ng. 

 Practising diagonal join no ascender 
joining:  
Ee, ai, ay, ime, ine  

 Horizontal join no ascender to an 
anticlockwise letter joining  
oa, og, wa, wo  

 Horizontal join to ascender joining 
 wh, oh 
 Introducing horizontal and diagonal 
joins to ascender, to an anti-
clockwise letter: joining  
Of, if 
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Year 2  How to join in a word 
 High-frequency words 
 Introducing break letters 
J,g,x,y,z,b,f,p,q,r,s  

 Practising diagonal join to in words 
eel, eet  

 Practising diagonal join, no 
ascender, in words a_e  

 Practising diagonal join, no 
ascender to an anticlockwise letter 
in a word: ice, ide  

 Practising horizontal join no 
ascender in words: ow, ou, oy, oi,  

 Practising horizontal join, no 
ascender to an anticlockwise letter 
in words oa, ode.  

 Practising horizontal join to 
ascender in words, ole, obe.  

 Practising horizontal join to 
ascender in words Ook, ool. 

 Practising a diagonal join to r: ir, ur, er 
Then a horizontal join to r: or, oor. 
Introducing horizontal join from r to 
ascender url, irl, irt.  

 Introducing horizontal join from r: ere  
 Practising joining to and from r: air  
 Introducing diagonal join to s: dis  
 Introducing horizontal join to s:ws  
 Introducing diagonal join from s to 
ascender: sh  

 Introducing diagonal joining from s, 
no ascender: si, su,se, sp,sm  

 Introducing horizontal join from r to 
an anticlockwise letter: rs 

 

 Practising diagonal join to an anti-
clockwise letter: ea,ear, Introducing 
horizontal join from f to ascender ft, 
fl. Introudcing horizontal join from f, 
no ascender: fu,fr.  

 Introducing qu, ( diagonal join, no 
ascender).  

 Introducing rr (horizontal join, no 
ascender)  

 Introducing ss (diagonal join, no 
ascender, to an anticlockwise 
letter).  

 Introducing ff (horizontal join to 
ascender)  

 Capital letter practice: height of 
ascenders and capitals.  

Penpals for Handwriting is a complete handwriting scheme for 3–11-year-olds, offering clear progression through five developmental 
stages. It teaches children a fast and fluent handwriting style to help them achieve their potential in writing. Penpals uses a 
combination of DVD-ROMS for whole-class teaching and practice books. 

 

At Monkwick Infants we believe that fluent writing supports composition because pupils’ cognitive resources are freed from focusing on 
handwriting, spelling, and sentence construction and can be redirected towards writing composition. Handwriting plays an important on our 
daily teaching. 


